What assistive technology or learning tools are available to support my student with their reading and writing accommodations?
Present Level of Academic Achievement & Functional Performance

What are your students' current abilities and skills and how does that affect their education?
Often the starting point for Individualized Education Program (IEP) Teams, the Present Level of Academic Achievement & Functional Performance (PLAAFP) provides information on a student's academic, social and physical abilities and skills. A PLAAFP is a data-driven assessment that should be done thoroughly each year, and describes your student's current strengths and weaknesses which will need to be addressed in special education throughout the year.
For students with reading and writing accommodations, data-driven approaches like uPAR and DeCoste Writing Protocol offer a clear and convenient way of understanding your student's PLAAFP.
The PLAAFP is an excellent opportunity for parents to use their seat at the table and share those details about their child that may otherwise have been overlooked. Understanding that not every school will know of or use uPAR or DeCoste Writing Protocol, as a parent you can use some of these assessment tools yourself, as well as advocate for them at your school or district.
uPAR (Universal Protocol for Accommodations in Reading)
Originally developed for IEP Teams, PAR is a paper-based framework that helps anyone to choose a reading accommodation for your student based on empirical data. For school and district-level personnel, uPAR is an assessment tool that can quickly give you data that shows the way each of your students learn best-and the specific level of text that can be understood by each student when listening with a reading accommodations compared to independent reading. It is an efficient way to gather data, is group administered, and takes one class period to complete.
Prior to using uPAR or PAR, ask key questions like:
• What was my student's present level of performance, with and without academic accomodations?
• What reading accommodations were already recommended?
After using uPAR or PAR, ask additional questions such as:
• What are my student's performance goals this year?
• What reading accommodations, assistive technology or learning tools are needed for them to accomplish theair goals? 
DeCoste Writing Protocol
The DeCoste Writing Protocol is a formative assessment tool that helps school-level personnel identify factors affecting an individual student's ability to produce writing.
• The Writing Protocol compares a student's individual performance across handwriting and keyboarding tasks
• It examines spelling performance and writing skills so educators can make more informed decisions about instructional strategies
• Educators can make more appropriate use of assistive technology or learning tools to meet student needs
Student Data Talks
What ways can you connect with your students, help them build confidence, and celebrate their successes?
Student Data Talks are a daily, or weekly connection. While data will drive the conversation, these meetings are about connecting with the student, and discovering what is and is not working for them. They are a simple way to plan for barriers, celebrate successes, encourage learning habits and build student confidence.
Vision & Goals
To use data-driven strategies, assistive technology and learning tools to improve performance in reading and writing, and to promote student lead learning. Some of your initials goals are to:
1. Work with your student until they consistently meet their reading and writing goals 2. Make your student comfortable with their assistive technology or learning tools 3. Find level appropriate reading and writing material
Once reading and writing habits are established, your goals are to:
1. Encourage your student to access materials at or above grade-level 2. Move your student to a rigorous, weekly routine 3. Reduce talks to monthly or quarterly
Getting Started
Start with just 5 minute talks daily or weekly. Use this time to review student data from your assistive technology or learning tools. Identify positive changes, celebrate successes, and solve problems your student may be facing. Begin the process by:
1. Benchmark your student's usage of their assistive technology or learning tools 2. Build awareness of the benefits of reading and writing every day 3. Set weekly reading and writing goals such as read 20 minutes every day, or write a fivesentence paragraph about a given topic 4. Designate a day and time during the week to have your Student Data Talks
On-Going Talks
Once you've designated a day and time to have your Student Data Talks, you'll want to look at if your student is achieving their goals or not.
Before you begin your Data Talks, always take a moment to congratulate them on their successes both big and small. Any progress is progress, and you want to share that excitement with them whenever you can.
For students who are making their goals, ask them questions like:
• How were you able to accomplish your reading and writing goals this week?
• What reading and writing material did you enjoy the most?
• Did you have all the support (assistive technology or learning tools) you needed?
• How are you seeing the impact of the support you are receiving (e.g. getting better grades, feeling more confident, wanting to participate in class, etc.)?
• What are your reading and writing goals next week?
For students who are not making their goals, ask them additional questions such as:
• How does the data compare to your goals this week?
• What is getting in the way of you achieving your goals?
• What can we do to remove those obstacles next week?
Parents, do not be afraid to ask your child about their Data Talks. You can directly support them by:
1. Asking your child's teachers for reading and writing assignments, homework, tests and quizzes to be made digitally so they can use their assistive technology or learning tools 2. Encourage your child to create Topic Dictionaries for things they are studying (e.g. biology, chemistry, civil war, etc). Try other supports like Bookshare and Learning Ally 3. Find safe and interesting websites about things your child wants to read, research and learn more about
Accommodation Meetings
What questions, considerations and data should you have prepared for your IEP, 504 or ELL Meeting? Accommodation meetings are a collective effort including Administrators, Special Education Teachers, General Education Teachers, and Parents or Guardians. Take a look at your student's PLOP and any data from their Student Data Talks, then consider some of these elements during the meeting:
• What reading and writing accommodations does the State allow?
• Is the school able to provide those reading and writing accommodations? If not, are there neighboring schools or districts that can provide support?
• How are the reading and writing accommodations being used throughout instruction or assessment?
• What data or documentation should be added to your student's plan? If specific accommodations like word-prediction are available but not listed on your child's plan, bring this up during the meeting.
Fun With Fidelity
What ways can you build ownership, trust and momentum in the assistive technology or learning tools you have implemented?
Like the accommodation meetings, fidelity is a collective effort. Start small, focus on success and build excitement from that success.
As the Administrator, you will want to look at the student data each week to understand which schools or classrooms are performing well. You will also want to empower your teachers to look at student data each week to understand which students are doing well and why.
If you are a Special Education or General Education Teacher, you will want to find fun ways to recognize your students. Create simple awards or ways to acknowledge them promoting ownership, trust and momentum.
For Parents, talk with your Teachers, learn what ways they are awarding or acknowledging your child, and reinforce that effort! Below are some ideas that anyone can use to have fun with fidelity.
